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We have been finding our brave, we have been on trips & half term is but a week away………..
Reminder: Timetable Rockstars, Miss Hutchinson – This date has changed, it will now be Tuesday 25th February when we invite
the children to come into school dressed as rockstars to support our new times table initiative.
Bishops Wood Trip – Anyone on this trip that has a Black Pepper lunch please remember to cancel it for the 10th February, lunch
will be from home that day.
Dress up Day Class 1 & Class 2 – This is Tuesday 11th February, you should have your letter for this, please return your banquet
reply slips to the office by Monday 10th February. We would love the children to come dressed as knights, queens, kings, jesters
princes, princesses or maybe even a dragon. If you have not received the letter please come to the office where we would be very
happy to help.
World Book Day (5th March) , Mrs Tedds – This year World Book Day is a ‘Bedtime Story’ day proving you are never too old for a
bedtime story! The children and staff can dress in pyjamas, onesies, dressing gowns and slippers but please remember appropriate
footwear for playtimes. They can also bring in one chosen soft toy and a favourite book (these need to be clearly named). We will
have what we call ‘book friends’ where the older children read a story to a younger child. We will gather in the hall with all the
mats, cushions and beanbags. Please can we borrow some large cushions or beanbags to make sure we can all ‘cosy up with a
good book’. Let the office know if you are happy to let us borrow one for the day, thank you.
The Big Book Swap (5th March), George Perry – How it works! Children can bring to school a book they have enjoyed but are
happy to swap. All books will be collected on the morning of World Book Day and displayed in the school hall. Any child donating
a book will be given a ticket that can be redeemed later that day. Every child with a ticket will be invited to the hall by class to
exchange their ticket for a donated book of their choice. Happy Reading!
Musical Theatre 2020 – Clear your calendar! This year our Musical Theatre performance is on Saturday 13th June. The dress
rehearsal will be 4pm-6pm on Wednesday the 10th. More information nearer the time.
Parents Evening – Don’t delay, get the spot that suits you best. Dates are 2nd, 3rd & 4th March. The 2nd & 3rd are 10 minute slots
from 3.30pm to 5pm and on the 4th Book via Dojo please.
Inclusion - At school we have a duty to provide the right education for the children in our care and ensure that all children feel
included and valued. We recognise that pupils learn differently and we provide learning opportunities so that all children’s needs
are met and they can achieve their full potential. We identify children who are not making progress in line with their year group
and some children will be placed on the Special Educational needs register which is a list of children who are receiving extra
support at a given time. It may be that some children move onto and off the register fairly quickly as their needs are met, whereas
some children will remain on the register longer as they still require additional input. Parents are fully informed if we start work
with their child and they will have targets sheets sent home specifically for their child. To enable the SENCo, Mrs Beeching to
communicate effectively with these parents we have put her on messenger within each class dojo system. If you have any
questions or queries around inclusion or special educational needs and/or disabilities please contact Mrs Beeching.
School Curriculum, Mr Bill – Our aim - We will provide an exciting, happy and safe place where high quality education enables our
pupils to develop as individuals and prepares them for successful lifelong learning. We will achieve these goals by providing a
curriculum with many opportunities for pupils to use and apply previously taught skills. In turn this will deepen their understanding
as well as giving them opportunities to effectively interact with others. We will ensure that our curriculum is as rich as possible
with many opportunities to learn outside of the classroom and in this way we will secure high levels of pupil engagement. We are
very fortunate to be well supported by our community in meeting these aims, and that parents work in partnership with us to
secure the highest standards of conduct.

In practice this means that whilst focusing on the core skills of reading, writing and maths we will also deliver a curriculum which
develops our pupils' life skills, is rich and broad and one that gets them active. In addition to this we want to help shape happy
and resilient children who know how to take care of themselves and others, and who go on to lead productive and rewarding
lives. In order to do this we have been carefully looking at our curriculum and how it is taught throughout our school. Very shortly
I will be able to share our long term subject curriculum progression plans with you which will give you a clear idea of what your
child learns throughout their time at school.
We have made some changes already, which I hope that you have noticed. All of our pupils use the outdoors more often to learn,
and this will increase as we finish the improvements to Forest School, get our vegetable gardens up and running and establish a
wildlife area. In addition to this we are getting out of school more often on educational visits so that our pupils have real
experiences and inspiration to draw from. To ensure that our pupils feel well and develop strategies to be cope with the rigours of
life, we have introduced termly wellbeing days which our pupils tell us that they enjoy and value. Additionally we have put yoga
into the school day for our year 6 pupils as well as offering extra-curricular wellbeing and yoga clubs. Mrs Sage has been trained
as a mental health first aider and she is working with all staff to ensure that they have strategies in place to address need as it
arises.
We continue to develop our curriculum with great excitement and will ensure that it adapts to meet the needs of our pupils as
the school grows.
Wellbeing Day – We had a great day in our workshops, we hope we are equipping the children with some useful tools for their
wellbeing now and for the future. Huge thanks to Black Pepper for the picnic and a big shout out to Kevin Price for running the tai
chi session. Clearly the children were super active – Max Thorpe clocked up 15,000 steps! Well done Max for entering into the day
with such enthusiasm!

Reception Class, Mr Powney This week we have been
spending time thinking about
what wellness means to us and
how we can stay well and
happy. We enjoyed trying all
the different activities on
Monday,
particularly
the
guided
meditation,
and
learning the value of talking
and being a good listener on
our Time to Talk day. In literacy
we have started to develop our
own stories in the style of the Gruffalo and the children enjoyed creating their own Gruffalo footprints in our outdoor area. In
Maths we have been investigating how to halve a whole object and even had a go at halving a quantity! Tinkerbell has been with
us all week, she has been a very mischievous fairy hiding our sounds all over the school which the children have enjoyed finding.
Class 1&2, Miss Knight & Mrs Tedds We had the best trip on Tuesday this week to Eastnor Castle. We were all amazed by how big
the castle is, how high the ceilings are and how fun the grounds of the castle were! We all enjoyed an informative talk by a friendly
lady called Pamela who knew everything about the castle and she answered all our questions. We saw real suits of armour, stuffed
animals and lots of portrait paintings of ancestors of the family that live there. Each group got to enjoy a walk to the forest school
type play area and enjoy the park. We had lunch in the octagon room and finally enjoyed the obstacle course, we could have
stayed doing this all day! What a memorable day! We hope they have told you all about it and all the facts they have learnt.

Class 3, Miss Radford - This week in Class 3 the children have been working exceptionally hard on their character descriptions of
their own dragon that they have created. We have also shared our weird and wonderful dragons with the author Andy Shepherd
the author of the book collection ‘The Boy Who Grew Dragons’. She was kind enough to send us some lovely postcards about her
dragon Glint and the children were very eager to reply.
During our science lessons this week we have been testing the strength of a range of different magnets and plotting our results in
a bar chart. I can definitely say that the children thoroughly enjoyed experimenting with the magnets.

Class 4, Miss Albutt - Class Four have been lucky enough to welcome two Sports Students from The University of Worcester into
their PE lessons. The Students have been teaching the children a variety of skills surrounding multiple ball sports. This week the
children have learnt about the different types of passes they can use in a game based situation – bounce pass, chest pass and
shoulder pass. The children also explored how these passes can be used tactically to beat their opponents.

Class 5, Mrs Sage - We have had a wonderful week in Year 5 and have been 'Finding our brave' in Children's Mental Health
Week. Last Friday, we were very privileged to be invited, along with Year 6, to watch a preview of Dyson Perrin's production of
'Ghost'. I know that we all felt very inspired by watching the musical talents on the stage. We also got to spend time together in
their lovely library, before the show, playing games, doing puzzles and looking through their selection of books.
On Monday's Wellbeing Day, we bravely attempted new things we had not done before and had a thoroughly enjoyable
experience trying: Tai Chi, Mindfulness Meditation, Mindfulness Art, a sensory room, painting with different materials and free
dance. On Thursday's, 'Time to Talk' day, we learned about how we can look after our own and others mental health. In doing so,
we realised how important open communication is at school and home to stay mentally healthy.

Class 6, Miss Hutchinson - This week in class 6 we have had a busy and enjoyable week. In maths, we have been looking at the
translation of shape. We have learnt how to use our knowledge of coordinates and directional movement to draw shapes in a new
position on a grid. The Y6’s have all worked hard to develop their skills in this area, and we look forward to applying this further
within different types of problems In Literacy, we have focused on developing our editing skills by improving our persuasive advert
to convince children and parents to come to this school- this has resulted in some excellent examples of language use, appropriate
to a specific audience. In DT we have started an exciting new topic area, looking at designing and making healthy food. This week
we have researched products and ingredients to give us some inspirational idea for a new l healthy snack bar.
We also had a wonderful time partaking in mindfulness day- a particular favourite of the Y6’s has been the sensory room!

School dates for your diary
Spring Half Term – School closes Friday 14th February & reopens Monday 24th February 2020
Easter – School closes Friday 3rd April & reopens Monday 20th April 2020.
Summer Half Term – School closes Friday 22nd May & reopens Monday 1st June 2020. (Inc. Whitsun Bank Holiday – Mon 25th May)
End of Summer Term – Friday 17th July 2020
May Day Bank Holiday – Friday 8th May 2020 (Anniversary of VE Day)
TED Days
Thursday 7th May 2020 –Police Commissioner Elections – school used for polling, TBC by MHDC
Monday 20th July 2020

Our reasons to feel proud this week …….
Dylan R & Rafferty A – Great halving work in Maths.
Year 1 & 2 – Excellent behaviour on the trip to Eastnor Castle and great questioning.
Lily HS– For excellent improvements to her spelling.
Charlotte M & Joseph C– For excellent improvements to spellings and presentation.
Henry T – For completing work independently.
Sammy M, Seren F, Neve T & Marnie K – For tackling challenges in maths confidently
Rory H – For Finding your brave by putting excellent effort into your new start at our school.
George P – For Finding your brave by trying new things, putting excellent effort
into PE and the 10 minute mile.
Jessica L – For amazing effort with her reading.
Mali T & Charlotte H – Excellent progress in reading & maths.

The Friend Zone is back!
North cake sale – This year is on the 14th February after school @ 3.15 in the playground. If you are in North House please bring
your cakes through to reception in the morning or whenever you can in the day. If your child is in North House you will receive a
letter about this today.
Class 5 Friendship Bracelets – Alongside the cake sale this year these guys are fundraising to cover the transport cost for their
school trip to Wye Forest. These bracelets are handmade and will be £1 each. So buy a bracelet, and show someone you love
them!
World Book Week – We are running a book sale in the school library from Wednesday 26th February- Friday 2nd March 2020.
Scholastic books will be available to buy from the library after school at 3.15pm each day. Your child will receive a £1 book token
home in their bags on Monday 24th February redeemable at this event if they so choose.

Some great correspondence from our MP -

